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 Jfeãti Gottmann

 „The 4-aper from which ihh urUcte is abstracted was jniblfched ;»* an afterthought;
 t> Gottnuuui's maļ^r work Megalopolis (r0i). The luti text is nvailaUe in
 pamphlet jfuriii fr<mt Thé 20 th Century Fun»*, 41 Kast 7<Uh S Wet, Xcw V<»rk.

 fOW« ANO r&miGt IN THE CÍ TV

 For many thousands of years the majority of
 mankind lived in the rural countryside and worked
 <at making the soi! yield the raw materials acces-
 sary to feed and occupy everybody. Only a minor*
 icy inhabited cities - densely built-up small areas,
 set aside from- the «open country» as separate enti*
 ties, endowed with a set of laws and regulations
 peculiarly their own. Walls, ramparts» or at least
 legal lines enclosed them, in some cases city peo-
 ple may have engaged in farming outside the walls;
 they may have drawn most of their income from
 ftgrtcul turai revenues. But the city was more typt«
 callý specialized m trade» manufacture, adminis-
 tration, and in large gatherings for religious» po-
 litical» recreational, or com mereiai purposes. These
 specially urban functions carried power, and with
 power» prestige. For whether it was a temple, a
 market, a tribunal» or a king*« residence that or ig*
 inally determined the city's growth 00 a given
 «ite, a city was always a seat of some kind of pow-
 er* A scholarly international meeting recently
 held iti Chicago to examine lhe origins of the ur*
 ban process in ancient times published its proceed-
 ings under ¿he title: The City invincible. Indeed,
 the city was a place from which the open country
 was dominated» where wealth was gathered, the
 locus of authority and responsibility. It claimed a
 Jong, lasting future of dominance. '

 Change affects much more than the attitude;
 fcf the rural population towards the modern urban5
 centers. ït modifies the very structure of the city,
 the means and the aims of those who plan, build,
 -and govern cities. Architects and urbanists used to
 be concerned mainly with beauty * and prestige :
 their job was to build churches and castles, for¿
 tresses and ramparts. Because all these buildings
 housed prestigious and respccted functions and
 people, 'they had 10 be spectacular, to impress the
 outsider/ the people passing by. A certain kind of
 beauty, -of esthetics was indeed one of the butidthgV

 functions. It may have been functional to decor*
 ate and overstress the esthetic features, Thi> past
 of architecture and urbantsm has brought us an
 extraordinary artistic heritage, in fact most of the

 world's marvels. A great art thus evolved, going
 through many styles, schools, and stages.

 The people of our cemury are more intent than
 ever on preserving the monuments of the past, on
 treasuring and admiring the art and techniques of
 architectural and urbantstic beauty. Every city re-
 tains,' for the various aspects of community 4if$,
 an urgent need of spectacular buildings, the ma-
 terials, design, and appearance of which give ex*
 pression to the beauty, dignity, and authority of
 the functions performed within and to the virtues
 of the owner, whether private or public, individual
 or corporate. But this h no longer the main mar*
 ket for the talents of the architect, urbanist, andi
 builder. Those talents and endeavors are also and

 increasingly to be exercised for a completely dif-
 ferent market of mass consumption, mass trans*
 poriation, mass production, for. the daily .use of
 the rank and file as much as and perhaps more
 than for the ju&e of those who hold power and
 prestige. And still we all want the city to be beau*
 tiful, as well as comfortable and accessible to all.
 The urban izatioh of the world carries with il so*
 cial progress: a more urbane way of life for iht
 vast majority of the people, more comfort, better
 education, more leisure, and better taste. Two cen-
 turies ligo people craved more happiness for all;
 now we talk of the opportunity for excellence.
 Our social and political ethics require the greatest
 possible equality in distribution of benefits» Are
 such requirements consistent with esthetic demandi
 inherited from a very different past, and with tirè
 economic mechanisms of the time?

 ' These are not purely academic questions. 'The
 solutions provided are molding the' environment
 of our generation- and the- next. Their disertori
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 Note: According to the editor, Jaqueline Tyrwhitt, "the paper from which this article is abstracted was published as an afterthought to Gottmann's
 major work Megalopolis (1 961 ). The full text is available in pamphlet form from The 20th Century Fund, 41 East 70th Street, New York." (Source:
 Ekistics: Reviews on the Problems and Science of Human Settlements, vol. 15, no. 89, April 1963, pp. 197-204).

 Ekistics, 418, January/February 2003 -123
 419, March/April 2003

This content downloaded from 136.186.80.72 on Thu, 01 Feb 2018 04:46:32 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms


	Contents
	p. 123

	Issue Table of Contents
	Ekistics, Vol. 70, No. 418/419 (January/February-March/April 2003) pp. 1-128
	Front Matter
	þÿ�þ�ÿ���I���n��� ���t���h���e��� ���s���t���e���p���s��� ���o���f��� ���J���e���a���n��� ���G���o���t���t���m���a���n���n��� ������� ���P���a���r���t��� ���1��� ���o���f��� ���3
	General introduction
	General introduction [pp. 4-4]
	The editor's page [pp. 5-5]
	From the global network of megalopolises to the political partitioning of the world: The guest-editor's introductory statement [pp. 6-8]

	Part 1 : Reflections on Gottmann's thought
	[Illustration] [pp. 9-9]
	Reflections on Gottmann's thought: Introduction by the Guest-Editor [pp. 10-12]
	Geographer, historian and classic French regionalist: The evolution of the writings of Jean Gottmann [pp. 13-18]
	From megalopolis to global city-region? The political-geographical context of urban development [pp. 19-22]
	The long road to Megalopolis [pp. 23-35]
	City and culture [pp. 36-41]
	Geography, geopolitics and history: Considerations and conclusions [pp. 42-46]
	Iconography: Its historical, theological and philosophical background [pp. 47-51]
	Minorities in the trap of iconography [pp. 52-59]
	From Gottmann to Gottmann: Testing a geographical theory [pp. 60-63]
	Territory and territoriality in a globalizing world [pp. 64-70]
	The identity of modern Chinese migrants from Hong Kong to Vancouver, Canada [pp. 71-78]
	Changing sovereignty and changing borders: vox dei or vox populi? [pp. 79-83]
	Expansion of the frontier and city of freedom [pp. 84-100]
	Jean Gottmann's theoretical writings: The art of reinventing geography [pp. 101-110]
	The complete bibliography of Jean Gottmann [pp. 111-119]
	ECONOMICS, ESTHETICS AND ETHICS IN MODERN URBANIZATION [pp. 123-123]
	Ekistic grid index [pp. 124-126]


	Back Matter





