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This issue is the first part of a two-part ensemble of special issues of the Ekistics and the new Habitat journal on the general 
subject of “Cities and Transport in the Mediterranean Region”. It refers to current day problems, issues, policies and solutions 
that have been applied to the urban traffic and transport systems in the countries that border the Mediterranean Sea.  
 
This is a region that can rightly claim the title of being “the cradle of western civilization” with many modern day firsts, such 
as being the no. 1 tourist destination in the world and the third busiest (maritime) transport corridor, but also with many problems 
and differences. In terms of national population size and density, demographic growth rates, systems of administration, 
economic management and development one can find many different arrangements and levels of development but overall, in 
terms of the urban traffic and transport situation we can see similarities in that all city administrations in the area are praising 
sustainability and decarbonisation and fighting traffic congestion, delays, pollution, noise, etc. It is therefore of general interest 
to see how these issues are tackled in the different urban areas and countries of the region and this is what this special issue of 
Ekistics (and its second part  that will follow in a month or so) attempts to do.   
 
In this first part of the two-part ensemble, the reader will find a diverse number of papers with analyses ranging from the 
sustainability of Spanish cities' transport systems to the impact of big data on land-based and maritime networks in the Adriatic, 
or the developments related to China's 'One Belt, One Road' initiative in the Mediterranean region. Further contributions address 
issues such as gender-related violence in the transport system of Egypt, the perception of mobility patterns on university 
campuses in the Mediterranean, and the challenge of defining objectives for national energy transport policies.  
 
All papers have been prepared in the form of scholarly extended abstracts/essays raising issues, awareness or proposed solutions 
for the tackling of the problems facing traffic and transport in the urban areas of the Mediterranean countries. They may later 
give rise to full academic papers as their authors may decide, but for the time being we hope that they offer readers a good 
academic material to help them get a first picture of current problems and policies while at the same time giving them the 
chance to pursue further reading, if they wish, in the bibliography referenced in them.     
 

 
  


